Our Contributors

Sandra Gilpin (née Johnston) holds a degree in Scholastic Philosophy (Queen’s University
Belfast) and a post-graduate qualification in Special Education. She has worked as a teacher
of children with hearing loss and moderate learning difficulties. Sandra lives in Comber
where her husband is a successor of William Hugh Doherty c. 1810-1890. A sixth generation
Non-Subscribing Presbyterian she has a particular interest in researching those connected
with the denomination, publishing articles on figures such as Gawin Orr 1756-1830 (Church
figure and genealogist), Robert Huddleston 1814-1887 (Ulster Scots Poet), Shipbuilders
William James Pirrie 1847-1924 and his nephew Thomas Andrews 1873-1912 (of Harland &
Wolff, Belfast).

Imran Usmani works as a part-time general practitioner in south London. He read
Physiological Sciences and Medicine at Oxford. He also has an undergraduate degree in
Mathematics and Physics from the Open University, and a PhD in Mathematics from Surrey
University. He has studied the Torah, Gospel and Quran, and he believes they teach the same
essential message. However, he feels that the religious traditions of Judaism, Christianity and

Islam do not accurately reflect the teachings of their Scriptures.

Dan C. West is a writer and theologian who retired as a Presbyterian minister and college
administrator in 2008. Beginning in 1965, he pastored a Presbyterian church in Smyrna, TN.
In 1968, he was recruited to teach and serve in various administrative posts at Austin College,
TX. He was president of Lyon College, AR, for 16 years, then president of Carroll
University, WI, for three years. Next, he served as vice president for college relations at
Union College, NY, for six years and then vice president for development at Swarthmore
College, PA, for nine years. He has earned degrees from Austin College, Union Presbyterian

Seminary, and Vanderbilt and Harvard Universities. He lives in Atlanta.

Graham Murphy was minister at Ullet Road Church, Liverpool and Principal of the
Unitarian College, Manchester. He subsequently worked as a gardener and wrote three books
published by the National Trust. He is also the author of Land of Sacred Legends, a Guide to

Early Christian Sites in north-west Wales, Sigma Press.

Rev Dr Oscar Sinclair has served as the senior minister of the Unitarian Church of Lincoln,
Nebraska since 2017. In 2023, while finishing his doctoral studies at Wesley Theological

Seminary, he was the visiting minister for the Sevenoaks Unitarians in Bessels Green, Kent.



Derek McAuley is President of the Unitarian Historical Society. He was Chief Officer of the
General Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian Churches from 2009 until 2019. He has a
BSSc in Political Science and Economics from the Queen's University of Belfast and a MA in
Welfare Organisation and Management from the University of Liverpool. He is active in

local politics in Camden, London.

Marcus Braybrooke is a former President of the World Congress of Faiths and Co-Founder

of the Faith and Belief Forum.



