
Our Contributors 

 
 

John G. McEllhenney, DD, a retired United Methodist minister, lives in Pennsylvania. Towards 

the close of his 40 years of parish ministry, he began to teach Methodist history, doctrine, and 

polity at the theological college level and to write articles and books about these subjects. As a 

student of theology in the 1950s, he heard Paul Tillich speak. Beginning about 1973, he became 

fascinated with the poetry of R. S. Thomas, and, in the 1990s, visited the poet three times in 

Wales. As a contribution to the celebration of the 100th anniversary of Thomas’s birth, his book 

A Masterwork of Doubting-Belief: R. S. Thomas and his Poetry was published (2013).  

 

Plínio de Góes Jr. is an adjunct professor of World Languages at the University of 

Massachusetts, Lowell. He received his doctorate from Harvard University in Romance 

Languages and Literatures after earning his law degree from Emory University School of Law 

and his bachelor's in Political Science from the University of Michigan. His research focuses on 

the impact of religious figures on the arts. 

 

Tehmina Kazi is the Policy and Advocacy Officer for the Cork Equal and Sustainable 

Communities Alliance.  From 2009 to 2016, she was the Director of British Muslims for Secular 

Democracy, a registered charity working to raise awareness about democracy,  particularly secular 

democracy, within British Muslim communities and the wider public.Tehmina is executive 

producer of the documentary film Hidden Heart, and was also a freelance consultant for English 

PEN’s Faith and Free Speech in Schools project. She is a trustee of Hope Not Hate, an advisory 

board member of the  Measuring Anti-Muslim Attacks project, an  Inclusive Mosque Initiative 

volunteer committee member, and was a judge for the Accord Coalition‘s Inclusive Schools 

Award, 2014. Tehmina was named one of the BBC’s 100 Women in October 2013 and 2014, and 

held the Eric Lane Fellowship at Clare College, Cambridge from January to March 2014. 

 

Yvonne Joan Craig is a former children’s social worker and JP who has written on abuse. 



Katharine Parsons grew up in Leicestershire and read English Literature at Newnham College, 

Cambridge.  Katharine is a music teacher by profession and currently teaches violin and viola 

with Northamptonshire Music and Performing Arts Trust. 

 

Barrie Needham was born and bred in England. He is emeritus professor of spatial planning at 

the Radboud University, Nijmegen, the Netherlands. 

 

Alan Ruston is the senior trustee of Dr Williams’s Trust. 

 

David Wykes is the Director of the Dr Williams's Trust. 

 

Bob Janis-Dillon is a Partnership Minister of the Merseyside Unitarian Ministry Partnership, 

serving at Park Lane Unitarian Chapel (Bryn), Cairo Street Unitarian Chapel (Warrington) and 

Matthew Henry Unitarian Chapel (Chester). He hails from New England, received a BA from 

Birmingham University in England, and a MDiv from Meadville Lombard Theological School in 

Chicago. Bob lives in Newton-le-Willows. His brief immersion in the refugee experience came 

with a mission trip to Samos, Greece, with an interfaith group to help the refugees there in 2015. 

 

Maud Robinson is a Unitarian minister from Ireland. During her formation she did a month-

long placement with the chaplaincy of Cornish Hospice Care, and has a particular interest in 

matters concerning death and dying. She has served as acting assistant minister at First Parish, 

Bedford MA, USA and for eight years as minister with Unitarians in Edinburgh. She hopes to 

begin a new ministry in Britain at the end of 2016. 

 

Ernest Baker is, after over 30 years service, a supposedly-retired Unitarian minister, living in 

Sheffield. Currently honorary secretary of the Send a Child to Hucklow Fund, he is also a tutor 

for the history module of the Unitarian Worship Studies Course for laypeople, and occasional 

worship leader.  

 

Andrew Hill is a retired Unitarian minister living in York after serving St Mark's Unitarian 

Church in Edinburgh for 33 years. He has a particular interest in Unitarian history and in 



Unitarian and Unitarian Universalist affairs generally. As well as writing published articles on 

various aspects of Unitarian history he has also edited Celebrating Life: a book of special 

services (1993) and was joint editor of the hymn book Sing Your Faith (2009). 

 

Rosemary Arthur is a theologian with a PhD in Early Church History. She is particularly 

interested in spirituality, mysticism and heresy. She lives in Yorkshire. 

 

Peter B. Godfrey is a retired Unitarian minister and Editor Emeritus of Faith and Freedom. 


